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Honorable David E. Skaggs
House of Representatives FEB 2 3 ‘993
Washington, D.C. 20515 FEDEMCW#JNICATMS
De;lr Congressman Skaggs: G-HCEOFTHCSECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of January 22, 1993, in which you inquired om
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wlde variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
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ivo. of Copies rec'd 0 g l

ListABCDE




‘Order

Honorable David E. Skaggs

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

OEM-\ .
1ph‘A.' Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures:
Notice

Discussion paper
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I am 3 zatired citizen ané 2 Model Store cwner who derives
mAry hours of enjoyment from <comnsiructing and cperating Radio
Controlled Airplarnes/Cars/3Boats. Thisz - bby iz z continuation of
my interest in aviation/boating Zor as ng as I caxn remember. I
am very active iz local clubs whose membe s a2njoy constructing
and¢ operating Radio Ccntrolleé Mode:s. In add;t;on, Wwe are also
very active In commurnity affzirz usiag cur hokby as way to reach
other memberz ci our community.

I am concerned about proposed rules that zrs currently under
consideration by the Fadera. <Communications Commissicn (FCC).
The proceeding is PR DOCKET 92-235. IZ z2écpted, the new rulies
will greatly reduce th usability $  Erazguenciss currentl;
assigned £zr model Uuse anc incrzzse the risk of zceilents anc
attendant liability for conizolling model airplanes/beoats/cars.

b ~ B - . K -~ - egq 1Y %
I am also concerned about the nsgaiive Impact this wiil have
- £ % £ *+ " - T2 T &
orn many of the thcus«nd< cf small bus ness owners, .iXe myse.Z,
- 1 - h] £ 4 g’ LN - 9 & e’ ~
who will e left holding the >az. Modelers will move to cthe:
£ &t 2 - P a Vo =
areas because cf the frustration cf lﬂvecu-:g & large amount ol
= ® . 1 LN Sy 5 - v - T - .o e am
monsy and tin nl 2 learn thait we will = unzdiz %2 =njcy ous
> he v, - == 7 leesr LW TR~
.‘1030 Dbecagus r Sai cas oo,
~ - - 3 L oae - -~ - - - - s [~ ” PP, |
cur rzd -eC Irequienclass zre in tns 72-7% MHEI >zanc.
Ml<iz WawmA 2 T vead L£an mrd et o TS maARli ] oA o LW
~0i3 2&anc - ¥ us=24a L2 privatlte -an Dc2Ll2 cispaica
.. 4 2 -.-... - - E o bl | - £ - 5 - o - %Wl
operat-ons owe: , Sur racdic zontrsllzg Zreguencias In this
- - = - - - ES E-4 F o A 1 = 4 g Y = - : -3 &
band are far e“ou,“ aPar_ from the iand mokiie Zreguencies that
Yy m M b p - [N Yy = M cee & oo dn - &Y o o4 - —
we have Ddeen z2pklz to share the band without sither uses
- -~ -~y ~ s & P S &~ -~ .
interfering with thz othar,
m +* - IS . - L. - - -t 5
. T -0 <Srsatz mers land modi Zraguencias by
- <k - . 3 PRI, - - - &
s5plits narrower handwidth anad ar-angiang the
“am - - -1 L —yy . R - £ .- <
curran ls- 2z rasult, many landé m e £fraguenciss
wed TV P ) -t -k e~y < £ o ‘ = Su=
Woo- = ¢ th2 radic zontrzciled Zre cias and cause
& < & PR ) et Y 3 —-—— bl - . -
interfiersnca to Taglo  Icontrolled aperatic It is my
P . SR LI - - o~ =3 . ~ H - W
wncsrztandiag  that of ths current 30 freguenc in the 72 MHZ
= O N PR | P . PR, 1 P | DA FS
bané e ar= currsntly usz2d Sy r=zdia SontIo:k enthuslast 0T
H - 3= - - a2 Z . T -
cenirol ¢ modsl ailrcraiit, 2L ZIZresquenciesz 2=  impacted
T amrd o~ O"‘"' T mermtlatmla 22 at ~aes el =2 r= A -
-2V I0TG Laey L ZRVEL.asig LI T2 Lew rTUuizs zr= T 24
r - - F=2h ~ e > - Yo -
When w= .7 sur model airplanas trc
Ed = = - o - - - e e, - P -
o] L9""5.‘::1.. -e..g;..v;,. ) Zs33uTe e EEc) zCa
bystanders and ths protectiocn 27 - plle




i

orecautions ilnvelvs aticn and uza2 of the radic
centrol Iraguencies 2% uszaklile fregusncies is
diminished, as prc the <remaining Ireguencies
will become conges cf safaty will b2 greatly
decreased.

Pleass understand that many model zirplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet and weigh as much_as 20 to 40 pounds. The mode‘s
themselves are expensive t35 5tild; but mcre & the point, they
are capable of causing sericus propertv damage, sericus injury,
or esven death 1f radic interfasrance causes the o eratcr to iose
contro! <cf the craft. We cften f£ly our mode a2t organized
events and contests where hundrads of ope*ators pa-.:cipate. We
neec the use of our full complement cf radio freguencies in order
Yo assure a safe flying snvironment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to improve the
operating conditions of land mokile radio users at the expense of
radio coqtrolzed modelers. The CC may nct think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have z consideradle
investment in our hobby/modsis znd in our radic equipment. The

2obby provides many hours cf sxjoyment to hundreds of *housanda
of eop.e l;x= myself and contributes to the azdvancement and
development 0f the commercial! aviation industry.

Please help all tne modelers in our great state and the

cuntr to continue the safe -“Joymenu of our pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHZ
mand. We belisve that the FCC can explore other avenues to
resolve this problem without adversely affecting ocur enioyment.

~a . “«
Sincerely,

Doris & Jim Shaw
7945 Newman St.
Arvada, Colo £0005



January 25, 1993
Alvin M. Coeiho
6781 Harvest Rd.
Boulder, CO 80301
(303) 530-4219

The Honorable David E. Skaggs
United States Representative
9101 Harlan St. Suite 130
Westminister, CO 80030-2925
Subject: FCC PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr Skaggs

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is curreatly under consideratioa by the Foderal
Communications Commission (FCC). This is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the acw rule will not

oaly greatly reduce the usabillity of frequencics curreatly assigaed for R/C model use, bat will
increase the risk of accideats and atteadant Liabikity.

1 have been in model aviation since 1948 and am currently a very active member in the Longmont Aircraft
Modelers Association (A club of 123 members in the Boulder/Longmont and surrounding area.) I personally
have thousand of dollars of R/C equipment, and products, which will be placed in jeopardy with the passing

of this docket as currently defined.

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz2 band. This band is primarily used for private land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

~ The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NMPR) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces part 90 of the rules with a new
part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of R/C aircraft and surface models by keeping a 10Khz spacing between
fixed commercial users, and frequencies used by R/C enthusiasts. The new part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to us, eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels
on the 72 MHz band (used for R/C Aircraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for R/C cars

and boats) now used by hobbyists,

Plcase help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposal PR Document 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all aced your help urgently because the

FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may become more difficult to hait these
proposals from going into effect.

Sincerely

X Lt

‘Al Coelho

.M



